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Katharine Reed 
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Please     
ask for: 

Dave Jones 

Tel: 0303 444 8027  

Email: Dave.jones@communities.gsi.gov.uk 
 

  

Your ref: LEG/RP/CONV/HR010 305 

Our ref: PCU/CPO/A5840/77704 

   
   Date: 10 May 2017 

 
Dear Madam 
 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Section 226(1) (a) 
Acquisition of Land Act 1981 
The London Borough of Southwark (Aylesbury Estate Site 1B-1C) Compulsory 
Purchase Order 2014 (‘the Order’) 

 
I refer to the Consent Order issued by the High Court on 4 May 2017 quashing the 
decision of the Secretary of State contained in his letter of 16 September 2016 in 
which he decided not to confirm the above Order. The Order now falls to be re-
determined by the Secretary of State. 
 
Notice is given under Rule 3(3) of the Compulsory Purchase (Inquiries Procedure) 
Rules 2007 (SI 2007 No 3617) that the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government has decided to hold a public local inquiry into the above compulsory 
purchase order.  For the purpose of Rule 3(3), the date of this letter is the ‘relevant 
date’. 
 
Advice is also contained in DCLG publication ‘Guidance on Compulsory purchase 
process and The Crichel Down Rules for the disposal of surplus land acquired by, or 
under the threat of, compulsion’ 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/compulsory-purchase-process-and-the-
crichel-down-rules-guidance   
 
Your attention is drawn to the requirement of Rule 7 of the above rules. This states 
that where a public local inquiry is to be held, the acquiring authority shall send a 
Statement of Case to the Secretary of State and to each remaining objector within 6 
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 2 

weeks of the relevant date. The Statement of Case must set out in full the case that 
the acquiring authority intends to put forward at the inquiry, including the acquiring 
authority’s reasons for making the order. It must also contain copies of any 
documents referred to in the written statement, or the relevant extracts, and a list of 
any documents which the acquiring authority intend to refer or to put in evidence.  
Rather than copying the documents referred to in the written statement to each 
remaining objector, the acquiring authority may alternatively send each remaining 
objector a notice naming each place where a copy of these documents may be 
inspected free of charge.   
  
It is important that those whose interest or rights are included in the order should be 
in a position to put their case at the inquiry without having to probe for further details. 
If they have to do this during the inquiry, they may not be in a position to deal with 
the additional information and this could lead to a request for an adjournment. 
Therefore, remaining objectors should be fully informed as the acquiring authority’s 
Case well in advance of the inquiry. 
 
The Secretary of State or the Inspector may require further details of the acquiring 
authority’s Case or clarification of particular aspects of it under Rule 7(5).  Failure by 
the acquiring authority to provide relevant details may, in an extreme case – for 
example, where the Inspector has to adjourn an inquiry – lead to a recommendation 
that the Secretary of State makes an award of costs against the acquiring authority. 
 
I would be grateful if you could return the Sealed Order and Map that accompanied 
the Secretary of State’s decision letter of 16 September 2016.  
 
 
 
Yours faithfully  

 
Dave Jones  
 
Dave Jones 
Senior Planning Manager  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


